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SUBJECT: GOM USE OF U.S. COPYRIGHTED WORKS FOR EDUCATIONAL 
PURPOSES 

1 . PRENTICE HALL INTERNATIONAL (PH) HAS BROUGHT TO THE 
DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION A PROBLEM UITH THE GOM CONCERNING 
ROYALTY PAYMENTS FOR REPRINTING OF PH TEXTBOOKS. THE 
TEXTBOOKS ARE FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION TO EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS. IN THE CASE OF ONE PARTICULAR WORK. BEGIN 
UNDERLINE INTRODUCTION TO MATHEMATICS END UNDERLINE BY 
MESERVE AND SABEL. GOM IS OFFERING A ROYALTY RATE OF TEN 
PERCENT CALCULATED ON A STATED MANUFACTURING COST OF 
FORTY CENTS PER COPY (OR 4 CENTS) ROYALTY. (FYI. PH 
SOURCE IN MEXICO ESTIMATES MANUFACTURING COST OF BOOK AT 
U.S. DOLS 2.08 PER COPY, SOME 5 TIMES THE GOM STATED 

COST. END FYI.) 

2. GOM HAS BEGUN PUBLISHING OTHER TEXTBOOKS FOR FREE 
DISTRIBUTION IN JUNIOR COLLEGES THROUGHOUT MEXICO AND 
PLANS TO DO THE SAME FOR UNIVERSITY TEXTS IN THE FUTURE. 

GOM CITES 1971 PARIS REVISION OF THE UNIVERSAL COPYRIGHT 
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OBTAINING PERMISSION OF COPYRIGHT HOLDER AS WELL AS FOR 
THE ROYALTY PAYMENTS, WHICH IT SETS UNILATERALLY. FYI. 

SUCH ACTION WITHOUT GETTING PERMISSION OF COPYRIGHT HOLDER 
AND WITHOUT MEETING CERTAIN OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF 1971 
UCC, WOULD RAISE SERIOUS QUESTIONS UNDER 1971 UCC. END 
FYI. 

3. ACTION: EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO INVESTIGATE THE 
MATTER WITH THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, OFFICE OF COPY- 
RIGHT, AND OTHER APPROPRIATE GOM OFFICIALS. IT WOULD 
BE OF INTEREST TO LEARN WHAT BOOKS THE GOM HAS REPRINTED 
AND AT WHAT LEVEL OF ROYALTY TO THE COPYRIGHT OWNER. 

THE EMBASSY MAY ASK FOR INFORMATION ON CLAIMED MANUFAC- 
TURING COST. WE DO NOT RPT NOT WISH EMBASSY TO MAKE ANY 
PROTEST ON THIS MATTER AT THIS TIME. FYI. U.S. COPY- 
RIGHT OFFICE INTENDS TO RAISE THIS MATTER INFORMALLY 
WITH LARRERA RICHERAND, DIRECTOR-GENERAL, OFFICE OF 
COPYRIGHT. END FYI. THE EMBASSY MAY OBTAIN FURTHER 
INFORMATION FROM PH LOCAL REPS, BOB AND ZORA MOLITOR, 
TELEPHONE 536 17-19, BOULEVARD XOLA 336. INGERSOLL 
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